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This matter was opened to the New Jersey State Board of Social
Work Examiners (“Board”) on information received which the Board
has reviewed and on which the following preliminary findings are

made:

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Karen Lawder (“respondent") had\been a licensee of the
Board at all times relevant hereto.

2. On October 2, 1998, an Interim Consent Order was entered
whereby it was ordered and agreed that respondent would not provide
clinical social work services until such time as the Board
concluded its investigation and either a Consent Order or Board

order had been filed. The basis for the Interim Consent Order was

information received by the Board disclosing that respondent had



committed insurance fraud in her capacity as a patient, and that
her profeésional knowledge and circumstances facilitated her
commission of this fraud.

3. On or about June 8, 1999, a Judgment of Conviction, a
copy which is annexed hereto and made a part hereof, was entered by
the New Jersey Superior Court, Monmouth County, Law Division-
Criminal. The Judgment of Conviction reveals that respondent
entered a plea of guilty to the final charges of Health Care Claims
Fraud in the 2nd degree in violation of N.J.S.A. 2C:21-4.3 and
Forgery in the 4th degree in violation of N.J.S.A. 2TU:21-1a(2).

4. Respondent was sentenced to the Custody of the
Commissioner of Department of Corrections for three years for the
Health Care Claims Fraud and for eighteen months for the Forgery,
which is to be concurrent with the three years for Health Care
Claims Fraud: Further, respondent shall forfeit public employment

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 2C:51-2(a) (1).

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45:1-21 (b) and(f), respondent’s conduct
as set forth herein constitutes grounds for the Board’s refusal to
issue a license or the Board’s suspension or revocation of
respondent ‘s license to practice social work in the State of New
Jersey in that respondent has been convicted of a crim% which both
involves moral turpitude and relates adversely to the profession,
and that said conviction conclusively establishes that respondent

engaged in fraudulent activity.



IT I8, THEREFORE, ON THIS 0207—6—- DAY OF OCTOBER 1999

ORDERED THAT :

1. The license of respondent Karen Lawder to practice social
work in the State of New Jersey has not been renewed by respondent,
and respondent’s right to renewal is hereby extinguisheéd effective
upon the date the within Order becomes final pursuant to paragraph
#3. Whereupon, respondent shall immediately surrender her expired
license to the Board by sending it to Leslie Aronson, Executive
Director, State Board of Social Work Examiners, 124 Halsey Street,
6th Floor, Newark, New Jersey 07101. v

2. Respondent shall immediately cease and desist from
engaging in social work in the State of New Jersey.

3.‘ The within Order shall become effective and final at 5:00
P.M. on the 30th business day following entry hereof unless
respondent requests a modification or dismissal of the above stated
Findings of Fact or Conclusions of Law by:

a) submitting a written request for modification or
dismissal to Leslie Aronson, Executive Directgr, State Board of
Social Work Examiners, 124 Halsey Street, Sixth Floor, Newark, New
Jersey 07101;

b) setting forth in writing any and all reasons why said
findings and conclusions should be modified or dismissed;

‘ c) submitting any and all documents or otPer written
evidence supporting respondent’s request for consideration and
reasons therefor.

4. Any submissions will be reviewed by the Board, and the

Board will thereafter determine whether further proceedings are



necessary . If no material discrepancies are raised through a
supplementél submission during the thirty-day period, or if the
Board is not persuaded that submitted materials merit further
consideration, a Final Order of Suspension will be entered.

S. In the event that réspondent’s submissions establish a
need for further proceedings, including, but not limited to, an
evidentiary hearing, respondent shall be notified with regard
thereto. In the event that an evidentiary hearing is ordered, the
preliminary Findings of Fact and Conclusion of Law contained herein
shall serve as notice of the factual and legal allegations in such
proceedings.

NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF SOCIAL WORK EXAMINERS

By?thMLmnMJAﬁé%ij%%%&#Kﬁﬁé.

Mariagnel Lattimer, MSW, LCSW
President
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Defendan(d\anfor(ekpub(bempwmmwNJ SA 2C:51-2(a)(1).
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Name (Court clack ac Persan preparing this foau): Telophone numbec: Name (Attormey for Defendan at Santancing):
BONNIE KENNEDY-SINACORE, CRIM. DIV, MGR. 732-431-7480 Bdan J. Neaxy, ESQ.

STATEMENT OF REASONS - laciude ait spplicable aggravating and mitigating factace.

The aggfavaﬁng factor is the need for deterring the defendant and others from violating thie law.

The mitigating factors are the defendant compensated the victim of her conduct for damage that4t sustained; the defendant
fias no history o prior delinquency oc criminal activity; the defendant’s conduct was the result of circumstances unlikely to
recur; the character and atfitudes of the defendant indicate that she us unlikely to commit another crime or offense; and the
defendant would be pacticularty likely to respaond afficmatively to probationary treatmeat if available.

The court is cleady convinced that the mitigafing factors substantially outweigh the aggcavating factors and that the interests of
justice requice a sentence to a term appropriate to an offense one degree lower, that is a 3rd degree offense.
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